United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/800,681 



03/16/2004 



Hideo Ando 



22850 7590 03/01/2007 

OBLON, SPIVAK, MCCLELLAND, MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 
1940 DUKE STREET 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 



249726US2SDIV 



1656 



EXAMINER 



NGUYEN, HUY THANH 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2621 



SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD OF RESPONSE 



NOTIFICATION DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



3 MONTHS 03/01/2007 ELECTRONIC 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire 6 MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

Notice of this Office communication was sent electronically on the above-indicated "Notification Date" and 
has a shortened statutory period for reply of 3 MONTHS from 03/01/2007. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 
following e-mail address(es): 

patentdocket@oblon.com 

oblonpat@oblon.com 

jgardner@oblon.com 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 10/06) 





Application No. 


Appllcant(s) 


Office Action Summary 


10/800,681 


ANDO ET AL. 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






HUY T. NGUYEN 


2621 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temri adjustmerit See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 1/28/2006 . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claim 20 -21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 20 -21 direct to information and a medium. Since the information do 
not provide any functional interrelationship to the medium for controlling the medium to 
reading and access the information from the medium , or impart to any software and 
hardware structural components to perform a function that is processed by a 
computer , the information themselves can not make them statutory . See MPEP 
2100. The recitation " the video data recording device ... picture video file " at the 
last two lines is an intended use since there is no recitation in the claim to specify 
how the video management information file is read out and is interact with any means 
or circuit of the recording device or reproducing device to reproduce the still picture 
file . Further it is noted that claims 20 -21 direct to information on a medium , not to an 
apparatus. 

It is suggested that "An information recording medium - reproducing device " 
lines 1-2, needed to be changed to - A data recording device or a reproducing device 
comprises an information recording medium .- to overcome the 1.01 rejection . 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 20-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 20 , the recitation "first area ... navigation data " Is indefinite since it is 
not clear whether the still picture video file and video recording manager infomnation 
file have been recorded on the medium or , therefore how the recording device or 
reproducing device can access and reproduce the still picture video file and video 
recording manager information file is unclear. The recitation "configured to store" is not 
a positive recitation to point out that the information have been recorded on the 
medium. 

Claim 22 is indefinite as being a hybrid claim. Claim recites a medium to store 
with infonnatlon and method for recording the information however, claim do not 
provide any and connection and support between a medium and method since the 
claim do not provide any steps of generating or forming the still picture video file and 
video recording manager information file from the medium . 

Claim 23-24, lines 2-4, the recitation "first area ... navigation data " is 
indefinite because it is not clear whether the information has been recorded on the 
medium, therefore it Is unclear how the video file and management infomnation file 
can be reproduced from the medium. The recitation "configured to store is not a 
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positive recitation to point out that the still picture video file and video recording 
manager information file have been recorded on the medium. 

Claim 23 and 24 last line, after "first area" should be inserted - based on the 
reproduced navigation data -. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 22-24 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C, 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7378. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiatlon about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




H.N 



